The Oneness of God Series

Lesson 5 – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

Oneness of God – #5 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 


Introduction

Over and over again, God inspired the writers of Scripture to use different terms to refer to Him in different roles.  Three of these, “the Father, “the Son,” and “the Holy Ghost” tend to confuse people today because they have been wrongly taught that they represent three persons in a Trinitarian Godhead.  When studying these terms, we must remember that a Trinitarian concept of God did not begin until at least the third century after Jesus’ ascension.  Here are some quotes from Trinitarian sources admitting this fact:

Jaroslav Pelikan in The Emergence of the Catholic Tradtion (100-600), vol. 1 of The Christian Tradition:  A History of the Development of Doctrine:

You are not entitled to the beliefs you cherish about such things as the Holy Trinity without a sense of what you owe to those who have worked this out for you.  To circumvent Saint Athanasius on the assumption that if you put me alone in a room with the New Testament, I will come up with the doctrine of the Trinity, is naive. . . . The dogma of the Trinity . . . was hammered out during the third quarter of the fourth century. (Pgs 210-211) 

Jaroslav Pelikan in The New Catholic Encyclopedia:

When one does speak of an unqualified Trinitarianism, one has moved from the period of Christian origins to, say, the last quadrant of the fourth century.  It was only then that what might be called the definitive Trinitarian dogma "one God in three Persons" became thoroughly assimilated into Christian life and thought. . . . The formulation "one God in three Persons" was not solidly established, certainly not fully assimilated into Christian life and it's profession of faith, prior to the end of the fourth century. (Under "Trinity, Holy")

W. Fulton in Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics:

At first the Christian faith was not Trinitarian. . . . It was not so in the apostolic and sub-apostolic ages, as reflected in the NT and other early Christian writings.  Nor was it so even in the age of the Christian apologists.  And even Tertullian, who founded the nomenclature of the orthodox doctrine, knew as little of an ontological Trinity as did the apologists . . . (see article, "Trinity")

John Baillie in The Library of Christian Classics:

The assertion that the Trinity is the distinctively Christian idea of God is seriously misleading . . . .  What is true is that from the third century onwards the distinctively Christian idea of God began to fit itself into a trinitarian mould.  This mould was adopted and adapted from Hellenistic (ie. . Greek) philosophy . . . (The Place of Jesus Christ in Modern Theology, pg 185)

The point to remember is that the entire New Testament was written in the first century, when the writers had never even heard of a “trinity.”  In this lesson we will see how that the terms “Father, Son, and Holy Ghost” are titles that refer to three of the many ways that the One God reveals Himself to mankind.  

The Father

Mal 2:10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? ESV

We must first understand that there is only one "Father" who is God and He is the God that created us.  The title “the Father” represents one way that God has revealed Himself to us.  God is not only the Father of the Son, but is the Father of all creation because He created all things.  When the scriptures call God “the Father,” they always refer to the relationship that God has with man, particularly between Him and the flesh that He became (the Son), and between Him and regenerated man (those of us who has received His Spirit).  In other words, anytime that we see the term “Father,” it always refers to God revealing Himself to Mankind or the earth in some way.  

Eph 4:6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. ESV

How many Fathers that are God are there?  The New Testament joins in with the Old Testament in testifying that there is only "one Father!"  

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ESV

We have returned to this scripture many times, but notice that it states that the Son that would be given would be called "Everlasting Father!"  And fast forwarding to the New Testament, we find Jesus – the prophesied child of Isaiah 9:6 – made the same claim:

John 10:30 I and the Father are one." ESV

Jesus clearly stated that He was the One Father!  How could Jesus as “the Son” say this?  Because the terms “Father” and “Son” refer to the One God in different roles, and not to two separate gods, persons, or personalities.  We have seen throughout our study how that the term “Son of God” always refers to the flesh that God became.  The term “the Father” refers to the relationship that the invisible Spirit of God has with man.  Jesus Christ was God robed in flesh, so He was the One Father in human form.  He was able to clearly and accurately state “I and my Father are one!”  Let’s notice the Jews response to this statement in John chapter 10:

John 10:31-33 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, "I have shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to stone me?" 33 The Jews answered him, "It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God." ESV

When Jesus stated that He and the Father were one, the Jews tried to stone Him because they realized that He was saying that He was the One God of the Old Testament; they realized that He was saying that He was God in Flesh!  Truly, as Isaiah had prophesied, the Son to be born could rightfully be called the "Everlasting Father!"

John 5:43 I have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive him. ESV

Jesus also said that He came in His Father’s name, therefore the name of the Father must be “Jesus.”  This explains why Jesus said that He “manifested and declared the Father’s name,
” and why the scriptures state that “the Son” inherited His Father’s name
.  Jesus is the name of God, and when that One God became flesh, it is the name that He used!  Old Testament prophecy also foretold that the Messiah would “declare the name of the Lord” 
, and we find that Jesus was the fulfillment of this prophecy.
  

The term “Father” refers to the invisible Spirit of God that created all things.  Jesus was the Father, because He was the One God of creation in Flesh.  However, Jesus had a dual nature, and when we say that Jesus died on the cross, we mean that His flesh died, not the Spirit of God.  It is then incorrect to say that “the Father” died on the cross, because a Spirit cannot die.  It is correct to say “the Son” died on the cross, because the term, “the Son” refers to the flesh that God became.  If the Son and the Father were two separate persons in a co-equal, and co-existent Godhead, then how did the Son die?  Was He less powerful than the Father?  All of the questions are easily answered when we realize that the terms “Father” and “Son” both refer to the same One God by referring to the Spiritual and Human natures that were present in Jesus Christ.  These terms confuse people today only because of the false teaching that they have received.  One of the disciples, Philip, did not understand this concept at first either:

John 14:8-9 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? ESV

Jesus was surprised that Philip did not realize who He was:  “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me?”  Jesus went on to clarify to Phillip that “whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  Jesus was the “Father” – the Spirit of God that fills the universe – manifest or revealed in Flesh, and the only image of the Father that we will ever see is Jesus Christ!  Jesus is “the Father” on His Spiritual Side and “the Son” on His fleshly side, but He was only one person!  There is only one God and His name is Jesus.

The Holy Spirit

When the translators of the King James Version produced their translation, for some reason they used two different names for the Spirit of God:  “The Holy Spirit” and “The Holy Ghost.”  Both are translated from the same Greek word, pneuma, and both mean the exact same thing.  We know that God alone is Holy
 and that He is also a Spirit
.  

Eph 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call ESV

The Apostle Paul told us in Ephesians that there is only one Spirit!  So if God alone is Holy, and God is a Spirit and there is only one Spirit of God, then the Holy Spirit must be another term for the one God; if the Holy Spirit is simply the Spirit of God, however, then why the need for another term to describe Him?

Everywhere the terms “the Holy Spirit,” “The Holy Ghost,” “the Spirit of God,” “the Spirit of Truth,” or “the Comforter” are used in scripture, they always refer to God moving and working among men or working and dwelling inside of men.  The term “Holy Spirit” always reminds us of the invisible workings of God’s Spirit among men and represents His ability to anoint, baptize, fill, and indwell human lives.  Again, the title refers to yet another way that the One God works among men and women on earth.  

Putting It All Together

We have learned that the number equated with God in scripture is unequivocally "one."  We have seen that there is only "one Father" and only one "Spirit of God."  Obviously there is only one "Son of God" that was born of Mary.  The scriptures above are not the only way to prove that Jesus is the Father come in flesh or that the Holy Spirit is the Father working among men and women.  Here are some proofs that ascribe to the various titles the same action and thus prove that they are identical in identity:

The Father is the Holy Spirit

1.  John 3:16 says that God is the Father of Jesus, yet Matthew 1:18-20 and Luke 1:35 tell us that the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary and she conceived.  Whoever causes conception to take place is the father, so the Father and the Holy Spirit must be different terms for the same God!

2.  God the Father raised up Jesus from the dead in Acts 2:24 and Ephesians 1:17-20, yet Romans 8:11 says that the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead!

3.  The prophet Joel prophesied that Jehovah would “pour out my Spirit upon all flesh” in Joel 2:27-29, yet Peter said the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost was the fulfillment of this scripture in Acts 2:1-4, 16-18.  The Holy Spirit must be the Jehovah God of the Old Testament!

4.  The Holy Spirit fills the life of a Christian in John 14:17 and Acts 4:31, yet the Spirit of the Father fills hearts in Ephesians 3:14-16 and the Father lives within us in John 14:23.

5.  The Holy Spirit is our Comforter in John 14:26, yet God the Father is the God of all comfort who comforts us in all our tribulations in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4!

6.  The Spirit sanctifies us in 1 Peter 1:2, yet the Father sanctifies us in Jude 1.

7.  All Scripture is given by inspiration of God in II Timothy 3:16, yet the Old Testament prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit in 2 Peter 1:21.

8.  Paul states that our bodies are the temples of God in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, then tells us that they are the temples of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 6:19.

9.  The Spirit of the Father will give us words to say in time of persecution in Matthew 10:20, yet Mark 13:11 states that the Holy Spirit will do so.

The Jehovah God of the Old Testament, God the Father, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Holy Ghost, and the Spirit of the Father must be different titles for the same One God!

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Jesus

1.  Jesus will raise the believer from death in John 6:40, yet the Spirit will quicken – meaning, "bring life to" – the dead in Romans 8:11.

2.  The Spirit raised Christ from the dead in Romans 8:9-11, yet Jesus Christ said that He would raise Himself from the dead in John 2:19-21.

3.  In John 14:16, the Father would send another Comforter, the Holy Spirit, yet two verses later in John 14:18, Jesus said, “I will not leave you as orphans:  I will come to you.”  In verse 17 Jesus told His disciples that He was “with them,” but that He would soon be “in them.”  Jesus explained the difference in John 16:7 when he stated that He had to go away or else the Comforter would not come.  After Jesus went away in the Flesh at the ascension, He came back in Spirit form to live inside of His disciples on the Day of Pentecost!   

4.  The Holy Spirit abides in the hearts of Christians in John 14:16, yet Jesus promised that He would abide with His followers to the end of the world in Matthew 28:20.

5.  Believers are filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts 2:4, 38, yet it is Christ who dwells in us in Colossians 1:27.

6.  Paul told the church at Ephesus in Ephesians 3:16-17 that by having the Spirit in the inner man, we have Christ in our hearts.

7.  In Ephesians 5:26, Christ sanctifies the church, yet in 1 Peter 1:2 the Spirit does.

8.  The Spirit is our intercessor in Romans 8:26, yet in Hebrews 7:25, Jesus is our intercessor.

The Holy Spirit is Jesus in Spirit form living in, working through, and flowing among men!

It is very clear from these scriptures and our previous studies that the terms “the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” are simply different titles of the same One God.  They cannot imply three separate persons, personalities, wills, or beings.  They refer to different relationships of God to Man and do not describe relationships between a trinity of gods or personalities.  Here is a brief summary of what the three titles of God refer to:

Father – emphasizes God’s roles as Creator, Father of angels, Father of born-again believers, and Father of the humanity of Jesus Christ.

Son – refers to both the humanity of Jesus Christ, and the flesh that God became for the purpose of man’s salvation. 

Holy Spirit -- emphasizes God’s active power in the world and among men and refers to His work of regenerating a believer to a new life through the infilling of the Spirit.

These are not the only titles of God.  God literally has thousands of titles in scripture.  There are several books out today that give comprehensive lists, but I will give a few so that you understand what I mean.  God is our Comforter, Counselor, Healer, Provider, Banner, Physician, Shepherd, Word, Light, Friend, King, and Master.  These titles all reveal the relationship that the One God has with man.  We cannot make the titles of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit into separate persons or personalities because we would then have to include every title of God!  The thousands of titles of God all refer to the One God of both the Old and New Testaments and His name is Jesus!

There is no scripture in the Bible that says that these three titles are of special importance and to be elevated above the rest.  In fact, only one scripture in the entire Bible that uses the three titles “Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit” together and that is Matthew 28:19:

Matt 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, ESV

The emphasis in this verse is on the singular word “name,” and this is not a baptismal formula but a commandment.  Nobody was actually being baptized at this time, but Jesus was giving final instructions to His disciples.  Jesus went on to command His disciples in verse 20 to teach exactly how He had already taught them.  Every time the disciples obeyed this commandment, they baptized “in the name of Jesus.”
  Furthermore the scriptures emphatically teach that the name of the Father is Jesus,
 the name of the Son is Jesus,
 and the name of the Holy Spirit is Jesus
 so the disciples exactly obeyed the commandment of Jesus.  The only scriptural way to be baptized is in “the name of Jesus,” and this scripture does not emphasize a "threeness” to God, but rather the singular “name” of God.  That name is Jesus
!

The Baptism of Jesus

Some people try to use the Baptism of Jesus to “prove” a Trinitarian concept of God.  The Scriptures do not teach a doctrine of a trinity anywhere else so this story cannot be to illustrate a “trinity.”  At the Baptism, Jesus was standing in the water, a voice spoke from heaven, and a visible anointing “like as a dove” rested upon Jesus.  Oneness believers have no problem with this passage of scripture.  God is omnipresent which means that He can be everywhere at once.  We believe that God can be in thousands of churches every Sunday morning at the SAME TIME, yet that does not mean that there are thousands of Gods.  There is only one God who is omnipresent.  If someone on the other side of the world was calling to God for protection at the same time Jesus was being baptized, could not God answer that person’s prayer as well?  By answering the other person’s prayer at the same time does not make God a “quadrinity” or a “foursome” of the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit, and the Helper.  The baptism of Jesus proves the omnipresence of God but cannot prove that there is a “threeness to God.”  

John chapter 1 is dedicated to proving the deity of Jesus Christ.  In the first 18 verses we have irrefutable proof that God became flesh for the redemption of mankind.  Verses 19-28 records the preaching of John the Baptist who claimed to be a fulfillment of the prophecy of the forerunner of the Messiah.  The prophecy in verse 23 stated that John the Baptist was the one preparing “the way of the Lord.”  John the Baptist taught that Jesus Christ was “Lord,” that is Jehovah come in flesh!  Verses 29-34 record the baptism of Jesus Christ.  Verses 35-42 record Andrew’s bringing of Simon Peter to Jesus.  Andrew’s words to his brother were “we have found the Messiah.”  Jewish prophecy clearly stated that the Messiah would be God himself (see Lesson 1).  Verses 43-51 record the calling of Philip and his bringing of Nathanael to Jesus.  Before Philip found him, Nathanael was sitting under a fig tree thinking things over.  When Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus, He responded in verse 48 by saying “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”  Nathanael was so amazed that Jesus knew that he had been sitting under a fig tree, that he responded by calling Him the “King of Israel.”  The point is how could Jesus “see” Philip doing something when He did not physically witness it?  Jesus was God in flesh but was still omnipresent.  God sees all things, and was able to be in flesh away from Philip, and see Philip somewhere else at the same time.  So the entire first chapter of John proves that Jesus Christ was really the God of Glory in flesh, and was as such omnipresent.  The chapter proves that Jesus had a dual nature (see Lesson 4) but does not prove that there is a “trinity.”  

What then was the purpose of the various events that occurred at Jesus’ baptism?  For that matter, why was Jesus baptized in the first place?  Acts 2:38 teaches us that water baptism is for the remission of sin, but yet Hebrews 4:15 teaches that Jesus Christ never sinned.  Jesus did not need to be baptized to remit sin so why was Jesus baptized?  There are several reasons for Christ’s baptism:

1.  Jesus Christ wanted to show the importance of Water Baptism for humanity.  In simpler terms, if Jesus Christ was baptized why shouldn’t you be also!  Jesus was to be the example of a perfect human being, and that is the reason that He was tempted, worked in a carpentry shop, submitted to human parents, was baptized, and prayed.

2.  It validated John’s ministry as being from God.  John had been preaching that the people were to get themselves ready for the One to come by being baptized unto repentance.  When Jesus allowed Himself to be baptized, it and the events that followed showed God’s stamp of approval upon John’s ministry, and proved that John the Baptist was exactly who he claimed to be.

3.  It revealed the Messiah to the multitudes of people that were listening to John the Baptist preach.  John had been preaching that the Messiah was coming, and when he saw Jesus, he announced “Behold, the Lamb of God.”  John the Baptist had the religious people’s attention with his ministry, and used the baptism of Jesus Christ to point people in the direction of the Lamb of God.  By using the term “Lamb,” John also revealed to his followers the plan of God, as all of them would have been familiar with sacrifices for the remission of sin.

What about the voice from heaven?  If not to prove a trinity, then what purpose did it serve?  There were three times
 in Jesus’ ministry that an audible voice spoke from heaven and all three times the voice served to get the attention of the onlookers to realize the truth of what was being stated.  

There is no question as to why the Spirit descended like as a dove for the Scripture clearly state that it was for John the Baptist’s sake:

John 1:32-34 And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 34 And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God." ESV

As we have seen earlier in our lesson, the term “Son of God” is always used to denote the flesh that God became.  God used the visible anointing “like as a dove” to prove to John the Baptist that Jesus was without a shadow of a doubt God in flesh!

Conclusion

Rather than following the traditions of men that were invented hundreds of years after the time of Christ, we would be better served to realize the scriptural teachings of one God who has revealed Himself to mankind in many ways.  And that the various titles of God listed in scripture are but modes or manifestations of the one God to us.  Furthermore, there is no "threeness" even implied in scriptural teachings about God.  Perhaps Paul's emphasis in the book of Ephesians would better represent God's identity:

Eph 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call — 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. ESV

The God of the Old Testament is the God of the New Testament and His name is Jesus!  

� See John 17:6, 26


� See Hebrews 1:4.


� See Psalms 22:22.


� See Hebrews 2:12.


� See Leviticus 11:44 and 1 Peter 1:16.


� See John 4:24.


� For example, Acts 2:38; 8:16; 10:48; 19:5; 22:16.  


� See John 5:43; Hebrews 1:4.


� See Matthew 1:21.


� See John 14:26.


� See Acts 4:12.





Endnotes





� The three cases of an audible voice from heaven are:  Jesus’ baptism, to the Greeks at the feast, and at the Mount of Transfiguration.  In addition, Paul (then Saul before his conversion) heard an audible voice from heaven on the road to Damascus.  Let’s point out the purpose for the voices in all of these other examples.  





To the Greeks at the feast – This is recorded in John 12:20-36 and occurred after some Greeks desired to “see Jesus.”  Jesus taught them and then finished His discourse with the words “Father glorify thy name.”





John 12:28 Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven: "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." ESV





A voice from heaven spoke confirming that God would glorify Jesus’ name.  This cannot prove a trinity because it proves without a shadow of a doubt that the name of the Father is Jesus!  If that is so then why do most Trinitarians NOT baptize “in the name of Jesus,” and thus fulfill Matthew 28:19?!  What then was the purpose of the voice?





John 12:30 Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not mine. ESV





So the voice came to prove to the people that Jesus’ words and actions were true and were for the people's sake.  With the people now intently listening to Him, Jesus went on to teach on His coming death and how that it would overthrow Satan’s stronghold and provide freedom from sin.





The Mount of Transfiguration – This is found in Matthew 17:2-13 and was witnessed by the “inner three” disciples of Peter, James, and John.  The most persuasive argument that the Jewish leaders used to convince themselves and others that Jesus was not the Messiah was the prophecy of Malachi 4:4-5.  This prophecy stated that Elijah would come again and prophesy before the coming of the day of the Lord.  Elijah had not come, the Jewish leaders concluded so Jesus could not be Lord.  As Jesus and His three disciples descended from the mountain we find that this teaching had even caused some doubt in the disciples minds for as they walked down from the mountain, the disciples asked Jesus about it:





Matt 17:10 And the disciples asked him, "Then why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?" ESV





Jesus responded that Elijah would come first but that Elijah had also come already and they did not realize it. 





Matt 17:11-13 He answered, "Elijah does come, and he will restore all things. 12 But I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man will certainly suffer at their hands." 13 Then the disciples understood that he was speaking to them of John the Baptist. ESV





What the Jewish leaders did not understand, and many people even today did not understand, is that Jesus was coming TWICE.  In prophecy there is a principle that Bible scholars call the “law of double reference.”  A Biblical prophecy always has an immediate fulfillment and a distant one.  Jesus came the first time to provide redemption for His church.  He is coming again to gather to Himself that purchased church.  Elijah will come and prophesy before the Second coming of Jesus Christ (see Revelation 11:3-12).  But John the Baptist was a man of God “in the spirit and manner” of Elijah.  The prophecy in Malachi mentions Elijah and also Moses.  To prove to the disciples that He really was who He said that He was, Jesus allowed Peter, James, and John to see both Elijah and Moses talking with Jesus.  Jesus was basically stating through His actions that “the Jewish leaders can read the scripture, but I wrote the scripture, and I am able to converse with the very ones mentioned in the scripture, so who are you going to believe?”  The voice from heaven stated to the disciples “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.”  THE PURPOSE FOR THE VOICE WAS TO GET THE ATTENTION OF THE DISCIPLES AND CAUSE THEM TO LISTEN TO THE WORDS OF JESUS!





Paul on the Road to Damascus – This is recorded in Acts 9:1-22.  Saul was persecuting the church and God used the voice from heaven to speak to him to get his attention.  The interesting point is that upon hearing the voice from heaven, Saul asked to whom the voice belonged:





Acts 9:5 And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And he said, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ESV





The voice replied, “I am Jesus!”  So we find that in every instance that an audible voice from heaven sounded, it was for the benefit of the unbelievers that were present.  There can be no doubt as to why the voice from heaven came at the baptism at Jesus Christ.  It was to get the attention of the unbelievers that were standing by, and was NOT to prove a trinity.  In fact a careful study of the various incidences of the audible voices teach that the name of the Father is Jesus, Jesus is Lord (Jehovah in flesh), and that Jesus is God!
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